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Day of Atonement: The Unfolding Story of the Marquer Scroll 
 

By Kevin Ostoyich, The Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation 

 

December 17, 2023 

 

 
Note: Unless otherwise specified in the footnotes, the source for the information provided is the 

Interview of Danny Marquer that was conducted by Sara Akerlund, Illinois, June 30, 2010.  The 

interview is part of the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection. 

 

 

A Closet in Houston: 

Danny Marquer finally decided to go through his mother’s effects.  His mother had passed away some 

four or five years earlier.  At the time, Danny had placed the few boxes and the leather bag that had his 

mother’s papers and miscellaneous items into his bedroom closet in Houston, Texas.  There they stayed.  

He had not been ready to go through them.  But on this day, he felt it was time.  As he went through the 

boxes and the leather bag, he found that most of the items had no meaning.  Then he encountered 

something different.  The object was made of a different type of material.  When he unfolded it, he saw 

that it had Hebrew lettering.  He thought immediately that he was holding something of special religious 

importance.  He realized something more; this Jewish object had been defiled. 
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Danny Marquer’s Photo #1 of the object he found among his mother’s effects.  

(Photo Courtesy of Danny Marquer) 

 

Always Lesson One: 

Danny Marquer had been born far away from Houston, Texas in Bamberg, Germany.  At the time of his 

birth, his mother was a German living in Bamberg and his father was an American GI of French and Irish 

descent, who was stationed in Bamberg during the Korean Conflict.   
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Altes Rathaus in Bamberg, Germany. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Ostoyich) 

 

 
 

Bamberg, Germany from Michelsberg vantage point. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Ostoyich) 
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Danny’s mother, Erna Kunegunde Ulrich, was born on October 15, 1921, in Nuremberg, Germany.  Her 

parents, Johann Stefan and Magdelena, were married in Nuremberg.  Johann Stefan Ulrich was a civil 

servant who worked in the postal service.  Erna had two brothers, Emil and Hans Harry, and a sister, 

Annie.  At some point the family moved to Bamberg.  When Erna was twelve years old, Hitler was 

appointed German Chancellor.  In the next year, the country became “coordinated” along the lines of 

National Socialism in a process referred to as Gleichschaltung (literally “being aligned in gear”).  At this 

time, Johann Stefan Ulrich joined the National Social German Workers’ Party.  Danny says that the 

rationale that was given regarding his grandfather’s membership in the party was that it was necessary 

for civil servants to join the party to preserve their jobs.  This is a plausible explanation for why Johann 

Stefan Ulrich’s joined in the Party, but his motivation cannot be known for sure.  As a teenager, Erna 

joined the Bund Deutscher Mädel (the girls division of the Hitler Youth).  Erna trained for a time as a 

domestic. 

 
 

Erna Kunigunde Ulrich as Little Red Riding Hood for Carnival (Fastnacht) in Bamberg, Germany (undated photo). 

(Photo courtesy of Danny Marquer) 

 

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland thus sparking the Second World War.  Erna’s father 

and her two brothers fought in the war.  Her brother, Emil, was killed in the war. 
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Left: Erna’s brother, Emil Ulrich.  Emil is wearing his Hitler Youth 

Uniform with a Hitler Youth Proficiency Badge. Emil died in the Second 

World War.  

(Photo courtesy of Danny Marquer)  

 

Johann Stefan and Hans Harry survived the war.  According to 

Danny, Hans Harry disappeared for years but eventually returned 

to Germany at some point after the war after having served in the 

French Foreign Legion.  Danny never met his uncle, Hans Harry.  

Danny says his brother, Werner, did meet their uncle but warned 

Danny not to go see him, saying that Hans Harry and his wife were 

somewhat odd characters.  

After the war, Erna and her mother were put in a camp.  Erna 

would later speak about this to Danny and tell him that she did not 

like the way her mother was treated at the time.   

After the war, Erna worked in the clubs for American soldiers.  In 

1947, she had a child named Werner with a man whom Danny 

thinks was an American G.I. in Bamberg.  In 1949, Erna’s father passed away.  Later, Erna met another 

American G.I. named Charles “Charlie” Henry Marquer.  Her sister, Annie, was dating an American G.I., 

and one time Charlie Marquer accompanied this G.I. when he went to pick up Annie.  Erna and Charlie 

then started to date.  Charlie had been born in New Orleans but grew up and lived in Houston, where his 

father was a rice buyer.  At some point while Charlie was still a boy, his father went blind, and Charlie 

had to quit school in the eighth grade to drive his father around.   

Charlie had served in the military during the Second World War 

and had mustered out of the service after the war.  He was called 

up again during the Korean Conflict and was sent to the U.S. 

military base in Bamberg.  “There,” Danny says, “the courtship 

ensued.”  Danny says, “I don’t know if it was a pretext or not,” 

but Charlie took German lessons from Erna.  Danny says that his 

mother claimed, “They always had Lesson One, because he never 

learned to speak German.  They never got past the first lesson.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right:  

Erna’s father, Johann Stefan Ulrich. (Photo courtesy Danny Marquer) 
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Erna Ulrich and Charlie Marquer Engagement photo, January 23, 1949. (Photo Courtesy Danny Marquer) 

 

Erna became pregnant.  Charlie always loved the song “Danny Boy” and wanted to name their child after 

the song.   

For those interested in hearing “Danny Boy,” the following link has a recording of the song by Bing 

Crosby: Danny Boy - YouTube (accessed November 7, 2023). 

Erna did not want to name the boy Daniel, claiming it was a Jewish name.  Charlie insisted that Daniel is 

an Irish name.  Danny says that, in the end, his father got his way, and it was perhaps the only time 

Charlie ever won an argument with Erna.  Erna gave birth to Danny in a civilian hospital on January 19, 

1950.  Erna and Charlie were not yet married, and Charlie was away in Berlin.  Danny says that the nuns 

at the hospital did not take too kindly to the Jewish name.  Danny was baptized on January 23, 1950. 

Charlie was a devout Catholic.  Erna was 

Lutheran but converted to Catholicism when 

they got married. 

 

 

Left: Danny’s Baptismal Certificate.   

The certificate is dated January 30, 1950.  The 

baptism was performed on January 23, 1950.  

Danny’s name is listed as Daniel Charles Ulrich 

because Erna and Charles were not yet married.   

(Photo Courtesy Danny Marquer) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvXocq1c4dc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lvXocq1c4dc
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Danny’s First Birthday (January 19, 1951) in Bamberg.  Danny, Erna, Werner, and Erna’s mother (Mary 

Magdelena Ulrich) are identified in pen on the photograph.   

Erna’s grandmother is seated second from the left.   

(Photo Courtesy Danny Marquer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Left: Wedding Photo of Erna and Charlie Marquer (January 

29, 1951).  The symbol resembling the number 8 on Erna’s 

dress is most likely meant to symbolize eternity.1   

(Photo Courtesy Danny Marquer) 

 
1 Kevin Ostoyich thanks Raphaela Loosen for the insight regarding the symbol on Erna’s dress. 
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A Bamberger in Houston: 

Danny says, “We came over on a boat, my mother, myself, and my brother.”  Erna, Werner, and Danny 

were delayed in Bremerhaven because Danny was sick.  Charlie had to travel separately with his military 

unit and arrived in the United States first.  The family went to live in Texas. 

Danny says the family was poor, but this was the norm: “Everybody was poor.  Everyone we knew was 

poor.  So, we didn’t think much of it.” 

His mother and father had very different backgrounds and personalities.  He says that whereas his 

mother was “refined” and German, his father was “just an old country boy” from Texas.  Danny surmises 

that his mother was probably disappointed that the soldier she found was a laborer from Texas with an 

eighth-grade education.  Danny says that adjusting to life in the United States was somewhat of a 

challenge for his mother at times.  He says, “She was German to the end, but she wanted to belong.  She 

tried to fit in.  She did her best.” 

He says that his mother “didn’t really preach much” about her Germanness, “but…it was ingrained.” 

There were not too many opportunities for Erna to speak German in the United States.  Danny says 

there was an elderly German lady who babysat Danny and his brother.  He remembers Saturday 

mornings when his mother would speak German with this woman.  The woman had a television, Danny 

remembers being more interested in watching cartoons than listening to his mother and the woman 

speak German. 

Growing up with a German mother was also sometimes challenging for Danny.  He says, “I remember 

when I was young being self-conscious when my mother spoke to us in German.”  He also remembers 

his mother not letting him join the cub scouts.  He explains,  

I didn’t understand at the time that I wasn’t allowed to join the Cub Scouts.  I found out after I 

became an adult and had more background on everything.  It was because of her past.  She was 

afraid that if my name was on a list….She looked at the uniforms and the flag and the singing of 

the National Anthem and everything as being partisan, and, if there was ever a coup in the 

country or a change of regime, she was afraid I would end up in a camp somewhere or being 

ostracized or punished by whatever new regime there was.  I imagine that had a lot to do with 

her experiences during and after the war.   

Erna visited Germany twice after moving to the United States.  The first time was in 1975.  Danny says 

that “She was very upset when she got back that nobody understood her.  She had to repeat herself a 

lot. They told her that every other word was English.  So, her German wasn’t what it should be.  And she 

was a little offended by that.”  Erna traveled to Germany a second time in 1989 with her sister.  He says 

that what sticks out from that trip was that the two sisters squabbled, but he chalks that up to normal 

family matters. 

Erna passed away on April 15, 2000, in Houston.  Most of her belongings such as furniture and clothes 

were dispersed or donated to such institutions as Goodwill.  Danny put a few boxes and an old leather 

bag that had his mother’s papers and personal effects in his bedroom closet.  There they stayed 

untouched for about four or five years.  
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A Discovery: 

In either 2004 or 2005, Danny finally went through his mother’s effects.  As he explains,  

I decided I needed to clean up and go through her things and get rid of the unnecessaries. […]  I 

was sitting on the bed with the stuff next to me.  And just going through… [There were] old 

insurance papers.  Stuff from her work.  Little folders of papers that meant absolutely nothing to 

anybody but her.  You know, unfortunately, most of the things we keep, after we’re gone, they 

don’t mean anything to anyone else.  [He laughs.] […] Yeah, and then I found that piece of 

parchment or vellum, folded up and very stiff. 

When Danny unfolded the object, he realized that it had German and Hebrew lettering and was 

something special: 

As soon as you touched it, you know it’s different.  It’s not paper.  It’s not cardboard.  It’s not 

plastic.  It just feels different.  Of course, it had the old German script.  They make their letters 

different than we do.  I knew it was from Germany.  And, [I] opened it up…[and knew] that it 

was Hebrew.  It’s pretty distinctive lettering.  And it was not geometrical—or not symmetrical—

in shape.  It was kind of roughly cut.  And I figured…you know…it’s something different and 

something special.   

 

 
 

Danny Marquer’s Photo #2 of the object he found among his mother’s effects.  

(Photo Courtesy of Danny Marquer) 
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Danny Marquer’s Photo #3 of the object he found among his mother’s effects.  

(Photo Courtesy of Danny Marquer) 

 

Danny was perplexed:  

After I found it, I put it aside.  I just didn’t know what to do with it.  And I knew it shouldn’t be 

thrown away….  My idea was to give it back to the Jewish community—a synagogue or temple 

or something—so they can do whatever they do with old things.  I know as a Catholic, sacred 

things that are not useful anymore are treated special.  And I figured every religious tradition 

has some way to deal with their defiled things.  It was defiled.  That’s obvious.  And with the 

[television] programs like [The] World at War…you see like Kristallnacht and all the pulling 

things out on the street and that’s obviously where this had come from—from some 

synagogue—and it needs to go back to where it came from. 

Danny was correct that the object had been defiled.  The German words written on it made this very 

clear: 
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German handwritten text on object Danny Marquer found among his mother’s effects:  

“This is the Talmud on leather”.  

(Photo courtesy of Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation) 

 

 
 

German handwritten text on object Danny Marquer found among his mother’s effects:  

“Hope to have given you a little pleasure! Your Otto”.  

(Photo courtesy of Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation) 

 

He saw clearly that the object had been sent to his mother, “Frau Erna Ulrich,” but had no idea who 

Private First Class Otto Laug was.2 

Danny contemplated what to do with the object for a couple of years.  Then he acted.  What triggered 

him?  He says he thought of the Jewish tradition of the Day of Atonement, “and I thought, you know, 

that’s a good way for [He chokes up] I don’t know, that’s a good way to atone.”  He approached a friend 

of his who had a Jewish husband and a very good Jewish friend.  She proceeded to tell her friend, who, 

in turn, contacted her rabbi.  Danny was informed that the object he discovered among his mother’s 

effects was a torn piece of a Torah scroll.  He was told that the Torah fragment could be buried 

according to traditional practice, but that there was perhaps another course of action to take: Perhaps 

the Torah fragment could be used for educational purposes.  He was informed about the Florence and 

 
2 Laug had the rank of Obergefreiter in the Wehrmacht.   
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Laurence Spungen Family Foundation.  He read about the Foundation in a New York Times article and 

was intrigued.  He decided to contact the Foundation. 

He explains the context of his decision: 

There was a lot going on at the time too in the news…. It was at the front of my mind about the 

Holocaust deniers, who are pretty active now, and the survivors, there are not that many left 

anymore and there won’t be any before long.  And then the deniers will have the stage all to 

themselves.  And, you know, that’s not right.  That’s not right.  So, it’s probably a better solution 

to the problem to put it out in the world in something like the Foundation, where it can be 

displayed and be some sort of proof. 

Danny contacted Danny Spungen and, as he explains, “We danced around each other a while and got to 

know each other.” 

 

The Dance of the Two Dannys: 

On October 6, 2008, Danny Marquer sent the following email to Danny Spungen: 

dear sir, 

my name is danny marquer of houston, tx. my mother passed away in 2000. i found among her 

personal papers a piece of parchment roughly 19 1/2 by 20 1/2 inches roughly cut and folded. it 

was addressed to her in her maiden name(ulrich) in bamberg and has a blue stamp with hitler's 

profile and 20 in the upper corners. the text is almost certainly in hebrew with a line or two in 

german in the margin. i do not read either german or hebrew. i am contacting you because i was 

told of your collection of similar holocaust artifacts. could you inform or advise me in this 

matter? 

hopefully danny marquer3 

Danny Spungen responded later that day via email:  

 Danny, 

Thanks for the email. I don’t speak/read German or Hebrew either! I am actually a “student” of 

the Holocaust era. I am taking this very seriously so that I can bring the collection to students 

and communities of all kinds. 

Generally speaking, there would be no stamps on the parchment because the soldiers get free 

franking. For proper usage there would be the words “FELD POST” on the piece. 

It is possible that the sender used the piece as a piece of propaganda. 

In any case, my guess is that you might have a nice piece that shows the destruction of the 

Jewish community by using the sacred parchment as an envelope. 

 
3 Danny Marquer email to Danny Spungen, October 6, 2008.  [Note: The original text has been included here 
without any editing.] 
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My piece is interesting in that it’s a proper usage and that because the parcel was too big, when 

arriving in Vienna, the receiver had to pay 9.30 Marks “postage due” for the extra weight. 

I am associated with many experts on pieces like the one you have. It would be best if you can 

scan the piece so we can study the exact markings and give you a better opinion. I can also ask a 

local Rabbi to translate the Hebrew to see where it came from. 

This is very exciting…I have gotten many emails from people look at possessions of the family 

members. That’s great.  

Danny Spungen4   

Thus began a months-long correspondence, or “dance,” as Danny Marquer calls it, between the two 

Dannys.  Danny Marquer wanted to make sure that Danny Spungen was a legitimate Holocaust 

educator.  Danny Spungen wanted to make sure that the object Danny Marquer had was an authentic 

Torah scroll.5 

Danny Spungen had come to the history of the Holocaust through a lifelong love of stamp collecting.  

This started when he was watching Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! with his brother, Glenn, as a child.  As 

Spungen wrote to Marquer in an email, “At 12 yrs. Old I was watching Scooby Doo with my brother…I 

yawned and my neck got injured. After being in hospital for 8 days, I got home for the summer in neck 

brace. My dad gave me his old stamp collection….I ended up working at a Dept. store stamp/coin dept in 

high school through college.”6  Thus began Danny’s passion for all things philatelic.   

In 2007, Spungen’s passion for stamps led him to the world of Holocaust education.  As he explained to 

Marquer:   

In 2007, knowing I needed to refocus…I went to a stamp school to learn and buy an Inverted 

Jenny 1918 airmail stamp error…very famous......I saw the stamp but needed to think about it 

because it have a “straight edge” margin. That night I saw the Holocaust exhibit and a lightning 

bolt went through me….maybe how you felt about railway car.  [Marquer had expressed to 

Spungen the tremendous impact he had seeing a railway car from the Holocaust in an earlier 

email.] 

I called my wife and told her the “inverted Jenny plane crashed….I’m buying a Holocaust 

collection.” 

The rest is history….7 

 
4 Danny Spungen email to Danny Marquer, October 6, 2008.  [Note: The original text has been included here 
without any editing.] 
5 Spungen says, “Just for the record…. It’s not that I didn’t trust him one hundred percent, but the people around 
me said be very very careful. So, I was told to be cautious.  I was told to be careful.”  Danny Spungen, phone 
interview with Kevin Ostoyich, November 10, 2023.  
6 Danny Spungen email to Danny Marquer, March 25, 2009.  [Note: The original text has been included here 
without any editing.] 
7 Danny Spungen email to Danny Marquer, March 25, 2009.  [Note: Aside from the bracketed text, the original text 
has been included here without any editing.] For a more detailed account of Danny Spungen’s journey from stamp 
collecting to Holocaust education, see Kevin Ostoyich, “Preface: Putting a Face on Money” in Forging Secrets: Faces 
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As a child, Danny Spungen had a learning disability that interfered with his ability to read.  Stamp 

collecting helped him to learn about the world around him in a more tactile way.  His experience of 

learning through touching has given him an important insight into how to engage children in the history 

of the Holocaust through direct contact with material objects. 

In April 2009, Danny Marquer mailed the scroll to Danny Spungen.8 

Danny Spungen started to bring the scroll to experts to make sure it was authentic and to find out as 

much information about it as possible.  He wanted to know, for example, what passage was written on 

the scroll, what the German handwriting said, and what was known about the sender. 

On June 11, 2009, Danny Spungen brought the scroll to Rabbi Stephen A. Hart.  Hart analyzed the text 

and the next day he wrote the following in a letter to Spungen: 

“Scroll #1-the 'Marquer Scroll’". The text is taken from the book of Genesis 25:19-28:14. It tells 

the story of the birth of Isaac and Rebekah's twin boys, Jacob and Esau, and Jacob stealing the 

birthright from his brother. The text concludes with Jacob fleeing from his brother to the home 

of his uncle Laban. On his journey, he had a famous dream in which he saw a 'heavenly ladder' 

with the angels of G-d going up and down upon it. This story is written upon an authentic Torah 

scroll...9 

Danny Spungen recalls what happened next: 

My 1st trip to Texas was in Sept. 2009.  I went to [Danny Marquer’s] home and we then met 

Susan Myers at the Houston Holocaust Museum.  She was Executive Director at the time.   We 

had the scroll in our possession in April 2009...I assume he mailed it to us (wow...if so, risky)! 

Rabbi Hart (Temple Chai, Long Grove IL) examined the scroll June 11, 2009.  Our family invited 

Danny & [his wife] Maria to our home in late June 2010 and he was interviewed by Sara 

Akerlund June 30, 2010.10 

Danny Spungen arranged for Danny Marquer to be interviewed by Sara Akerlund.11  During the interview 

Danny Marquer reflects on his decision to give the scroll to Danny Spungen and the Florence and 

Laurence Spungen Family Foundation and says that the scroll has “had a long journey.  It needs to get 

back to being of use.”  He notes, “I’ve met Danny now, and he’s real good with young people.  Maybe 

 
and Facts Inside the Nazi Operation Bernhard Scheme (Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation, 2022): 
21-26. 
8 This statement is based on Danny Spungen’s recollection.  Danny Spungen, phone interview by Kevin Ostoyich, 
November 10, 2023.  Spungen says that he received the scroll from Danny Marquer in April 2009.  Photographs 
dated April 9, 2009, in the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection show members 
of the Spungen family with the scroll, thus Danny Spungen’s claim is substantiated. 
9 Rabbi Stephen A. Hart letter to Daniel Spungen, June 12, 2009.  Florence and Laurence Spungen Family 
Foundation Collection.  [Note: The original text has been included here without any editing.] 
10 Danny Spungen email to Kevin Ostoyich, October 16, 2023.  [Note: The original text has been included here 
without any editing except for the substitution of “Danny Marquer’s” for “his” and the addition of “his wife.”]  An 
internal Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation document (written by Danny Spungen) titled “Sunday 
March 21, 2010 – Rough Draft Preview of Marquer Scroll” states, “After eleven months of discussion, in September 
2009, Mr. Marquer agreed to donate the parchment to our family foundation.” 
11 Danny Spungen email to Sara Akerlund, April 18, 2010; Sara Akerlund email to Danny Spungen, April 19, 2010; 
Danny Spungen email to Danny Marquer, April 20, 2010. 
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that’s because he’s so childlike.”  Marquer also says in the interview that he hopes the scroll will help to 

combat the efforts of Holocaust deniers and help educate the next generation.  He says that young 

people “have a right to the truth.” 

 

The Right to the Truth: 

Danny Spungen’s ability to engage children is something which Danny Marquer witnessed firsthand and 

is perhaps the main reason he feels Spungen is the right person to take the scroll on its new journey of 

spreading awareness of the Holocaust and combatting Holocaust denial.  As he noted in his interview 

with Ackerlund, “I’m going to give it to Danny.  That’s where it belongs.  I’m sure….I know that he’ll put it 

to good use.  He’ll take it to the schools.  He’s the right one, I think, to take this thing and go with it.” 

The Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation has set about bringing Danny’s Marquer’s wish 

that young people be educated of the truth to fruition by loaning the “Marquer Scroll”—as it has been 

officially named by Foundation—to the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center in Terre 

Haute, Indiana. CANDLES was founded in 1995 by the Holocaust survivor, Eva Mozes Kor, and is the only 

Holocaust museum in the state of Indiana.  Given that Eva Mozes Kor was a child survivor of Josef 

Mengele’s twins experiments in Auschwitz, the Museum has a keen focus on educating young people. 

The Museum was set aflame by an arsonist in 2003 but was then rebuilt and reopened in 2005.12  Given 

that the Marquer Scroll is itself an object that has survived an attempt of destruction and defilement, 

CANDLES has been a fitting place for the scroll to be displayed.   

 
 

From Left to Right: Danny Spungen, Danny Marquer, and Carol Spungen with the Marquer Scroll  

at CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center, November 5, 2011.  

(Photo courtesy of Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation) 

 
12 https://candlesholocaustmuseum.org/ (Accessed November 27, 2023). 

https://candlesholocaustmuseum.org/
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On November 5, 2011, Danny Marquer and Danny Spungen spoke at CANDLES Holocaust Museum and 

Education Center in Terre Haute, Indiana.  At the event, Danny Marquer expressed his feelings about 

having the Scroll in the Museum: “I’m happy to have it where it belongs now.  And I really feel that it’s 

doing its job again.” 

During the event, clips of Danny Marquer’s interview with Sara Akerlund were screened.  Referring to a 

point in the interview where Danny Marquer broke down, Eva Mozes Kor asked Marquer, “Why did you 

get emotional?  You got very emotional, and I didn’t quite understand that.” 

Marquer responded, “I don’t know either.  But that’s one reason you’re looking at [the film clips] instead 

of me speaking, because I may break down.  And I don’t know why.” 

Eva reassured Danny, “It’s okay.  I’ve broken down many times.”  She then asked, “Is it sad for you that 

your mother was in the Hitler Youth?  Is it sad for you that your people—the German people—got 

involved in what happened?  That you are German?  Is that it?” 

Danny responded, “It goes very deep into my heart, yes, to know what happened.  And to know that my 

family was, in one way or another, a part.  My grandfather was a member of the Nazi party.” 

Eva said, “So, you had to deal with all of that too.” 

Later in the event, Eva asked Danny, “Are you feeling better about it now that you have kind of talked 

about it and you made the Scroll part of something meaningful?” 

Danny answered, “Yes, it now belongs to Danny Spungen [and the Florence and Laurence Spungen 

Family Foundation], and it doesn’t weigh a thing.  But…but I still get emotional.  I’m tearing up now.”13 

Since 2011, the Marquer Scroll has been displayed prominently at the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and 

Education Center.  The Museum provides important information to accompany the Marquer Scroll so 

that visitors are aware of the historical and religious significance of what they viewing.  Given the 

Museum’s location in an area that does not have a large Jewish population, most visitors need to be 

informed about what a Torah is.  The Museum has used the following text to educate visitors about 

what a Torah is: 

What is the Torah? 

The word Torah can be used in different ways.  The word itself is derived from the Hebrew word 

“yaroh,” which means “to teach.”  The word Torah can therefore be best translated as 

“teaching” or “instruction.” 

In a limited sense, Torah refers to the written foundational text of Jewish religion and law that 

guides the way Jews live their religious and observant lives.  The Torah consists of the first five 

books of Moses: 

Bereshit – Genesis 

 
13 Quotations from the event described in this section of the text are from the video of November 5, 2011 event at 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center.  The video is part of the Florence and Laurence Spungen 
Family Foundation Holocaust Collection. 
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Shmot – Exodus 

Vayikra – Leviticus 

Bamidbar – Numbers 

Dvarim – Deuteronomy 

The Hebrew Bible, known as the Tanakh, consists of the first five books of Moses 

(Torah), the Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Samuel, etc.) and the writings (Psalms, Proverbs, Song of 

Songs, etc.) The Tanakh is what Christianity refers to as the Old Testament. 

What is a Torah scroll? 

A Torah scroll, or sefer Torah, is a handwritten copy of these five books written with a quill and 

specially prepared ink on parchment for use in rituals during Jewish services.  The Torah is 

written in a formal manner, following strict guidelines, by a scribe, a highly trained person who 

writes and prepares the Torah. 

A sefer Torah consists of 304,805 letters and must be written by hand without error.  The 

process can take up to two years to complete.  Many communities have their Torah scrolls 

checked regularly for any damage done to the parchment or the letters.  A Torah is deemed 

“unkosher” or not usable if there is any damage to the pages or even a smear of the ink in a 

word.  The scribe, as mentioned above, is the person qualified to examine the scroll.  Because of 

the fragility of the Torah, Jews read the scroll with a Yad, a type of metal pointer, so that the oil 

of our hands do not touch and damage the ink. 

Portions of the Torah are read in the synagogue three times a week.  On Mondays and 

Thursdays shorter portions are read, with the main reading on Shabbat, the Jewish Sabbath.  

When not being used in services, the scroll is kept in a cabinet in a synagogue, called an ark.  In 

the presence of the Torah, one is expected to act the same as in the presence of an honored 

person.14 

Given the deep religious importance of Torah scrolls and the common practice of burying Torah scrolls 

that have become damaged, CANDLES Museum and Education Center has provided the following text to 

explain the decision to display the Marquer Scroll: 

Desecration of the Torah 

For the Nazis, destruction of Torah scrolls and other important Jewish ceremonial objects was 

part of their overall goal of destroying all traces of Jewish culture. 

Due to the high reverence accorded to Torah scrolls, when scrolls are damaged and desecrated 

strict guidelines are to be followed in the handling and disposal of them.  According to Jewish 

 
14 Candles Holocaust Museum and Education Center exhibit display text titled “Marquer Torah Scroll Fragment. On 
loan from the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation. Rabbi Stephen Hart and Torah Scholar Matt 
Cohen contributed research for this exhibit.”  A copy of the exhibit display is available in the Florence and Laurence 
Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection and listed under the file name 
“2013_May_marquerscroll_display3.pdf.” 
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tradition, any text with the name of God, such as Torah scrolls, that can no longer be used are to 

be buried in a ceremony similar to a funeral. 

Rather than disposing all Torah scrolls and fragments desecrated by the Nazis, deeming them 

“unkosher,” Jewish scholars and teachers have determined that it is appropriate to use these 

damaged scrolls to educate people about what had been done in the past.  In this way, Torahs 

that have been desecrated, such as the fragment on display here, continue in their original role 

of teaching and carrying on the message of hope and peace to all future generations.15 

According to Danny Spungen, the current plan of the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation 

is for the Marquer Scroll to start travelling to schools.16 

 

Return to Sender: 

 
Feldpost [Military Post] Addressed to Fraulein [Miss] Erna Ulrich Address Bamberg Solonikistr.  

[misspelling of Solokistraße] 6, Sender: Ogefr.  

[Private First Class] Laug L10380 [L stands for Luftwaffe [Airforce], 10380 is code for the station.   

(Photo courtesy of Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation) 

 

Private First Class Otto Laug sent a torn piece of a Torah scroll to Erna Ulrich at some point during the 

Second World War.  The scroll is marked Feldpost (military post) and has a 20-Pfennig Adolf Hitler stamp 

on it.  Unfortunately, the cancelation has faded away that is not possible to determine the precise date 

 
15 Candles Holocaust Museum and Education Center exhibit display text titled “Marquer Torah Scroll Fragment. On 
loan from the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation. Rabbi Stephen Hart and Torah Scholar Matt 
Cohen contributed research for this exhibit.”  A copy of the exhibit display is available in the Florence and Laurence 
Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection and listed under the file name 
“2013_May_marquerscroll_display3.pdf.” 
16 Danny Spungen, phone interview with Kevin Ostoyich, November 10, 2023. 
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Laug sent the scroll.  “L10380” appears after Laug’s name on the scroll.  This indicates that Laug sent it 

from a Luftwaffe (German Air Force) post.  Given that “L10380” was used for various locations during 

the war, the lack of date information from the cancelation does not allow for a clear determination of 

where Laug sent the scroll.17  The “Solanikistr 6” [“Solaniki Street 6”] that Laug wrote as the intended 

destination for the scroll is a misspelling of “Solokistraße 6.” According to Horst Gehringer, the director 

of the Stadtarchiv Bamberg, the street named “Solokistraße” only carried that name for a brief time.  

Gehringer explains that “The street was named after the city Soloki in Lithuania in 1925.  The First Royal 

Bavarian Uhlan Regiment, ‘Kaiser Wilhelm II.,’ stationed in Bamberg, took part in the fighting when the 

city was captured on September 14, 1915, during the First World War.  That part of Bamberg in the east, 

beyond the train station was still undeveloped garden land until the 1920s.”  Gehringer explains that this 

area witnessed development in the 1920s between the train station and the infantry barracks and most 

of the streets were named after places associated with the First World War or miliary units that had 

been stationed in Bamberg.  Gehringer notes further that after the Second World War, the street was 

renamed Am Steinknock.18 

Unfortunately, nothing is known about Private First Class Otto Laug.  Perhaps Laug was a friend of 

Erna’s?  Perhaps he was a boyfriend?  Perhaps he was a pen pal?  It was common during the Second 

World War for pen pal correspondence to be set up between members of the Bund Deutscher Mädel 

and soldiers at the front.  All that is known for certain is that Laug sent the scroll fragment to Erna Ulrich.   

Although the specific relationship between them is not certain, at some point during the war, Private 

First Class Otto Laug sent a defiled, sacred object to Fraulein Erna Ulrich in Bamberg.  At the time, Laug 

wrote that he hoped that it would bring her joy.  Whether or not it did will never be known.  What can 

be said with certainty is that it brought a great deal of pain to Frau Erna Marquer’s son, who has a 

Jewish (Irish) name.  But Danny Marquer has found a way to heal a great wound that was not only 

inflicted on him but on the Jewish people as a whole: He decided to donate the torn Torah scroll 

fragment to the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation.  Since that time, the “Marquer 

Scroll” has been educating visitors to the CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center in Terre 

Haute, Indiana about Jewish religious practice and the dangers of antisemitism.  Soon the Scroll will 

travel to schools far beyond Indiana with the same purpose.  Due to the choice Danny Marquer made 

after discovering something deeply disturbing among his late mother’s effects, the hatred and ignorance 

Private First Class Otto Laug had stamped on his Feldpost has been an continues to be returned manifold 

with tolerance and understanding.  

  

 

 

 
17 This observation was originally made by Ken Lawrence in his email to Danny Spungen, dated May 7, 2009, 
Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection. 
18 Email from Horst Gehringer to Kevin Ostoyich, November 2, 2023.  Translation by Kevin Ostoyich.  Gehringer 
notes that the name change was “based on Directive No. 30 of the Allied Control Council of May 13, 1946 [and] the 
city council resolution of June 10, 1947.”  Gehringer cites as his source for this information “Bamberg City Archives, 
C 1 + 725, p. 429.” 



   

 

Page | 20 Danny Marquer – Day of Atonement rev20250204 mh  
 

Postscript: 

There was another intriguing item that Danny Marquer found among his mother’s effects many years 

ago: a book titled Harte Jungen [Tough Boys] that has members of the Hitler Youth playing on the cover.   

Inside the book there is a handwritten dedication, “Gewit. von Erna Ulrich, zum 11. Gebutst. 22.3.1938.” 

[“Dedicated by Erna Ulrich upon your 11th Birthday, March 22, 1938.”]19   

 

 
Book Danny Marquer found among his mother’s effects.  The book is Harte Jungen by Fred vor der Wülbek and 

published by Franz Schneider Verlag.  Harte Jungen translates to “Tough Boys.”  

(Screenshot from the Danny Marquer Interview by Sara Akerlund, Illinois, June 30, 2010,  

Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation Holocaust Collection) 

 

 
19 Translation by Kevin Ostoyich. 
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Dedication in the edition Harte Jungen found among his mother’s effects.  

(Screenshot from the Danny Marquer Interview by Sara Akerlund, Illinois, June 30, 2010,  

Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation) 

 

Perhaps this was a gift from Erna to her brother Emil, who was later killed in action during the Second 

World War.  (See photo above in main text of article.)  It is not known when Emil was killed, but many 

German boys were conscripted well before they were eighteen years old—especially in the last year of 

the war.  The person to whom this book is dedicated would have turned eighteen roughly a month and a 

half before the war ended in Europe.  
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About the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation 

The Spungen Foundation was established in 2006 by Florence Spungen and reflects the individual and 

collective philanthropy of the founders, their children, and their grandchildren. The Foundation focuses 

its grantmaking typically in Santa Barbara, CA and Lake County, IL. One of the Foundation’s strategic 

areas concentrates on the Holocaust and genocide education. The Spungen Family Foundation has one 

of the largest collections of Holocaust artifacts in private hands, mainly consisting of postal history, such 

as letters, post cards, stamps, along with money, children’s artwork, and more. The collection has been 

used for Holocaust education all around the world.  

The mission of the Foundation is to improve the quality of life of individuals and families facing health 

challenges, and to address issues that particularly affect the Jewish community. 

Visit us at: www.spungenfoundation.org  
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